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Subject Re: Lynx Experts for Quick Consult. on Photo

Phil - My first impression is that it is a lynx kitten.  Coloration (gray) is more lynx-like than bobcat 
(brown/grizzled with spotting).  Feet look a little larger in proportion than I would expect for a bobcat, but 
leg length looks short.  Ear tufts are not remarkably long.  Facial pattern is lynx-like, but ruff is not well 
developed.  This could be a hybrid?  My confidence would be about 60% if this photograph is all I had to 
go on.  Mark
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11/24/2008 11:59 AM To Bryon Holt/UCRB/R1/FWS/DOI@FWS, Shawn Sartorius, 
Mark McCollough/R5/FWS/DOI@FWS

cc

Subject Lynx Experts for Quick Consult. on Photo

A couple of years ago there was a photo of a dead lynx in a snare taken in Minnesota.  We have 
confirmed the location where the photos were taken, but I would now like to solicit the opinions 
of a few lynx experts regarding the identify of the species shown.  All we have is this photo - no 
hairs, scat, etc. for DNA analysis.   

I would like to ask each expert how much confidence (e.g., 100%, 80%, etc.) they are that the 
animal in the photo is L. canadensis.  I would like to get opinions of 2-3 lynx experts outside of 
Minnesota because this animal was snared outside of the area in which MN DNR is currently 
proposing trapping rule changes - therefore, it could have an impact on the area in which it 
would be appropriate to change trapping rules to minimize the likelihood of capturing lynx. 

Any recommendations?

Thanks, Phil

P.S. I've attached the photos that I have. I am trying to get less grainy photos.




